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World Land Speed Record Attempt
Update

It’s been a busy spring for the
North American Eagle team. Accord-
ing to Crew Lead and Webmaster Jon
M. Higley, the NAE team fluffed its
42,500 HP feathers in mid-March
checking off a few very important
items from the “worry list” during a
weekend of serious testing. The brake,
parachute and steering systems all
work, the idea of being the fastest car
on earth is a tad bit closer. 

After five low-speed test runs,
driver Ed Shadle lit the afterburner for
a crowd-pleasing 300MPH run. “Atta
boy Ed”, somebody has got to knock
Andy Green off the top of the hill
sooner or later, and how nice for
America if it was you! He shares the
ride with Goodguys readers and we
pick it up after his son Cameron
strapped him into the former F-104
jetmobile:

“When I moved the throttle to
100% military power, “ recounted
Shadle, “I heard the engine scream
from the extra thrust and the North
American Eagle began to slide forward
with both my feet planted firmly on
the brakes. Things begin to happen
very quickly as I slipped the throttle
further up. The afterburner lit and the
beast leapt forward. No time to look at
anything but the runway ahead of me,
way ahead of me! The 2000-foot
marker is coming on like gang-
busters…the other end of the runway
coming fast. I hit one, then the other
parachute button…I feel a tug and
realize by the rapid deceleration that
both chutes are out. I’m on the brakes
and come to a stop at the end of the
runway, 5000 feet later. High-fives all
around and grins from ear to ear for
everyone. What a cool ride.”

The car didn’t need both

parachutes to stop. The team had
already tested chute #1, but the bag
was built a little tight for the chute
pod and when it didn’t extract within
three seconds Ed actuated #2 for safe-
ty. By that time, #1 finally pulled out.
When NAE runs at higher speeds they
intend to use explosive charges to
blow the laundry out and not rely on
a drogue chute. Check ‘em out at:
www.landspeed.com

Why They Race and Race 

Benn Karne is an engineer by
training and a gearhead by avocation.
Together with pal and freelance
broadcast video cameraman Steve
Davey, the pair began taping land
speed events in 1999 and interviewing
racers in their garages by 2003. 

The result is “Bonneville: Wide
Open,” (BWO) a film that provides a
behind the scenes look at why people
put the “pedal to the metal” out on
the salty crystalline twinkle of Bon-
neville Salt Flats. There is very little
actual racing footage, but heaps of “fly
on the wall” observations and inter-
views that provide some background
on the sport. 

“We have lots of unused footage,
so re-cuts are possible,” Karne
explained, “We have enough about
Jack Costella to put something togeth-
er just on him.” Self-employed for 15
years, Karne now wants to run a race-
car, so that might put the kibosh on
new re-cuts in the near future.

Lettered on the fender rump of
Marquette, Michigan residents Jon
and Nancy’s Wennerberg’s pickup is
the question: “Didn’t you ever want
to open ‘er up wide open and see
what she’ll do?” This is the proverbial
onion Karne and Davey attempt to
peel back in the film.

“You do more talking about it
than you do doing it,” chuckled Nan-
cy Wennerberg, who shares the saddle
with her hubby Jon racing under the

‘Seldom Seen Slim Land Speed Racing
Team’ banner, “I get about 30 min-
utes of total seat time per event.” 

Mrs. Wennerberg has achieved
185 mph on Mr. Wennerberg’s thun-
dering two-wheeler, the world’s only
Kawasaki Ninja 250cc bike that’s
equipped with a turbocharger, built
specifically for LSR by Mr. Turbo in
Houston, Texas. The plan for 2005 is
to get Nancy an “A” license and set a
record around 225MPH without dam-
aging her manicure, color matched to
the bike paint, I might add. 

Nancy finds the film accurate in
its focus on racing’s planning and
preparation. However, there are sever-
al scenes where the sound quality is
lacking, or the commentary drones on
and the non-racer has a hard time fol-
lowing the storyline, several folks for
whom I screened BWO felt a bit left
out. 

“I think they got the gist of what
I’m all about,” she concluded, “It
highlights the history, ingenuity, frus-
trations, allure and rewards, but it
really needs more “end-of-the-course’
shots...the screaming, jumping up and
down, or the disappointment of not

doing well. More emotion.”  
As a land speed racer, Jack Costel-

la rails against the status quo and has
managed to surprise himself, annoy
the competition, puzzle the technical
inspectors and fascinate the rest of us.
This time, in BWO, it is Costella’s
miniature 100cc motorcycle stream-
liner “debut” is spotlighted as it
strives to achieve 100 miles per hour,
or 1 mile per hour per cubic inch. 

“I start with an effective shape,
and then fit an engine to it,” Costella
told me of his latest in a series of Neb-
ulous Theorem creations, “Because
horsepower takes up space. The basic
premise is to part the air and then
control, but I like to make the car
invisible or drive under it.”

A master of fabricating ingenious,
slender, streamlined vehicles that
exceed 300MPH; Costella is the con-
summate hot rodder. BWO tracks
Costella and rider/driver/daredevil
(you gotta see the riding position to
understand) Andy Sills as they make
the transition from concept to record-
setting reality. 

Hesitant about talking ‘on the
record’ about the film, Costella is pro-
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Rick Yacoucci is semi-lifted by his jubilant crew after nailing a plus 300 MPH record
at Bonneville in Jack Costella’s Nebulous Theorem II. Costella is featured in the new
film, Bonneville: Wide Open.

Jack Costella on the starting line at Bonneville prepares for a run in Nebulous Theo-
rem. Costella is featured in the new film, Bonneville: Wide Open.
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tective of the sport; he doesn’t want it
to attract too many people, fearful
that it could become a media event
and the focus shift away from heads-
up challenge.

“I want the right to make a fool of
myself, or beat the biggest stars of the
sport with my homemade junk,” he
said with conviction, “We come to
the salt to set records. When it’s
yours, no one else has it, but to take it
away from me they have earn it. If
they do I am the first one to shake
their hand – whether they do it with a
bushel full of money or on a
shoestring. I’m going to keep racing
until the SCTA puts my car on the T-
shirt.”

While the BWO storyline does
wander a bit, the first-person com-
mentary is deeply revealing about
land speed racing. At times it is hard
to follow the racer’s game plan, it
would sure help novices if some of the
tech and racing terms were explained.
Nevertheless, the interested viewer
certainly gets an idea of the “Bon-
neville Spirit.”

At the film’s premiere during an
independent film festival that
screened more than 80 films, BWO
earned the audience award. “Of all the
reality shows on the air today, BWO is
the most honest,” observed Costella,
“It is a wonderful amateur accounting
of our sport.”

Bob Lindstrom, who runs a
Chrysler hemi-powered roadster, is
also featured in BWO. Running under
the banner “Stay in School”, he has
an extensive background in education
and focuses on kids with potential
who may not fit into mainstream pro-
cesses. The back of his car proclaims,
“Do the best you can.”  

What I like best is they captured
what we go through to run a vehicle,”
observed Lindstrom, “With Bon-
neville, it’s all about the people and
the film put that into perspective. I
wanted to talk about the technology,
but they wanted me to talk about why
we do it.”

Lindstrom summed up the film
by noting that BWO tells the simple
tale – no “razzle dazzle” - of what it
takes to get to the salt, the story
imparts the essence of why they come
back to the salt year after year, “What
we get out of this is respect from our
peers.”

If you don’t know a blessed thing
about land speed racing, then “Bon-
neville: Wide Open” is like a wine

tasting, it gives you a little of this and
bit of that, but if you want a full glass,
you’ll just have to come out to the salt
and see for yourself. My biggest gripe
is that there is such an astonishing
lack of actual racing footage when the
primary subject is speed itself.  
Check it out at: 
www.bonnevillewideopen.com.

Louise

Katie Young-Cortez in the roadster that
daddy built. The Livermore, California,
schoolteacher changed into her fireproof
firesuit and donned a helmet while Hus-
band Ron changed diapers in the pits.
The Father/Daughter land Speed Racing
Team is featured in the new film, Bon-
neville: Wide Open. 

This is the view Katie Young-Cortez has
from the cockpit of the family’s roadster.
Built by her dad, Keith, it is a delightful
Father/Daughter land Speed Racing
Team featured in the new film, Bon-
neville: Wide Open. 


