
Land speed racers are the most
helpful, altruistic crowd of folks that I
have ever encountered in motor-
sports. This opinion is not mine
alone, just ask anyone in the pits and
you’ll soon discover this to be true.

Much of this generosity is due, in
part, to the lack of prize money in the
sport. The genuine helpfulness in land
speed racing is without peer and is
often imitated, but never duplicated,
in other segments of motorsports. Not
something to be envied, it is borne
out of a collective need, so many do
so much with so little, that many
speed records would never be set with-
out this selfless,
fundamental
characteristic.

Among the
hundreds of
folks who would
stop working on
their racing
machines to
assist others in
need, are Sonny
and Dixie Rossi
from San Anto-
nio who cruise
around Texas in
their hand built
’27 T-bucket
roadster, ’37  four-door ‘Chebbie,’ or
the occasional motorcycle. Sonny also
restores classic cars that have won first
place at the high-zoot Pebble Beach
Concours and Meadowbrook Con-
cours.

If you are new to the salt and
want a friendly conversation, look for
the couple’s 1923 white T-roadster
with 337 lettered on the side. It is
powered by 122 CID Cosworth Vega
backed with a Saginaw 4-speed and
distributes power through a ’55
Chevrolet rearend. They designed and
fabricated the racer in 1998 and are
after the “G” gas modified roadster
record that now
stands at 147MPH.

“I guess you
can say I married
into it,” chuckled
Dixie when I
asked her
why she
has no
reservation
about getting
“hands-on
dirty” with
Sonny, “There
wasn’t any-
thing else
I knew
how
to do.

After Sonny gets his roadster record
he’ll put in an automatic transmission
so I can drive, because I can’t push in
a clutch since my back operation, and
Bonneville is supposed to be fun.” 

Now living in San Antonio, after
raising three children - Linda, Janet
and Melvin - in California, they are
enjoying retirement and land speed
racing. Their custom-built barstool,
“The Texas Outlaw”, earned “Top
Time” when it ripped across the flats
at the 18th World of Speed in Sept
2004 with a 45.115 MPH recorded
speed. Sonny wants a shot at 50MPH
next year. 

“I really admire Sonny,” confessed
McCray, “He sits up high in the air
stream yet goes very fast using a steer-
ing wheel which is much harder than
pushing on handlebars like we have.
This is harder than most folks think -
keeping it straight, out of the ruts and
correcting for crosswinds all at the
same time - any sharp turns will roll
you over. These are electric and when
we push the button, it is full speed
ahead until the juice runs out.”

Barstool Racing started in 1998 by
Utahn Terry Nish after Dean Gilbert,
the owner of Totem’s Private Club in
Salt Lake, challenged Nish to race it
out on the salt. Barstool big dog
record-holder Cec McCray, crew chief
on the Nish Motorsports streamliner
team that is after the Summers Broth-
ers 409MPH Goldenrod record says
they are ready for all challenges in ‘06.
“I never met a greater bunch of peo-

ple than I’ve met on the salt,” said
69 year-old Sonny who first went to

the salt a decade ago, “I‘ve raced
lots of places, but on the salt

you can be a millionaire or
pauper and you get treat-

ed the same - it’s all
fun, laid-back fun.
Guys would tell me,

‘take my record, please,
that way it will give me
something to shoot for’

We will go back to
Bonneville for as
long as we can
afford it. Being

retired makes it a little tough, especial-
ly with gas prices. Just to get their and
back now costs us $800.” 

Dixie and Sonny have
been around racing for many
years,” revealed salt enthusi-
ast Bill Mulholland, “They
have written and pho-
tographed many articles for
car magazines. I have learned
quite a bit from him and so
have many other people; he
will stop what he is doing and
answer your questions.”

For years, the Rossi’s
byline appeared in Street Rod-

der, Roadsters &
Ragtops, Street Rod
Action, and Cosworth
Vega, among others. His
tech tip articles always
focused on helping the
low-buck racer learn
big-buck racer tricks.
They have given me permission
to share some of those tips with
Gazette readers. I’d love to show
you the gas-powered 15-
volt battery charger he
built from an old lawn
edger, but you can ask
him about the gadget
when you see him.

Until then, check these out:

Gasket Hole Knocker:
Fire up the torch and weld a
variety of different size ball
bearings on the end of a few
lengths of steel rod to make
inexpensive gasket punches.
Use a ball larger than the size
of the hole (1/2 inch ball for
a 3/8 inch hole). Start with
some 3.5-inch lengths of 3/8-
inch steel rod. Center-punch
one end and using a ?-inch
drill bit, radius the end, just
enough for the ball to center itself
before you braze. For a professional
look, put them in the lathe or drill
press and clean with sandpaper to
remove the flux. A small length of 2x4
wood, with a few 3/8-inch holes
drilled will work fine as a holder for
you new tools. This replaces the old
trick of using a ball peen hammer to
pound holes out. 

No-Kink Tube
Bending:
Take a small
tube, about ten
inches long and
secure it in the
vise. Next, take
the tubing you
want to bend
and slide it over
the tube sticking
out of the vise.
Lock a pair of

vice grips on the other end of the
tube. Wrap a wire around one handle

of the vise grips
and hang 10-20
pound weight
on it. You may
have to adjust
the weight
depending on
the tubing you
want to bend.
Light your torch
with a rosebud
tip and start
heating the
desired bend
area by going
back and forth
slowly. When
you get the bend
you want, turn
off the torch,
but leave the
weight on until

the tubing cools so you won’t have
any ‘spring back’ in your tubing. You
can bend up to 2-inch tubing this

way. Using the
smaller pipe in
the vise keeps
the heat on the
tubing to be
bent and pre-
vents it from
travelling back
to the vise.

Stop A Fire:
If you want to
seal your ride,
or racecar
against flames,
smoke and gas-
es as well as
keep things
watertight, try
CLK Fire Stop
sealant. It works

very well to seal up a seam, or fill
small gaps inside on the firewall,
floorboard and trunk area. Rossi uses
it on his Bonneville racer for extra fire
protection. The product is red, non-
toxic and non-shrinking silicone
rubber that stays intact from -49
degrees F to 284 degrees F. It has a ten-
sile strength of 48 PSI and is highly

Practical Helping Hands

Another one of Sonny’s neat ideas.

Sonny Rossi makes a pass in his hand built roadster powered by a
122CID Cosworth

Sonny and Dixie Rossi think
of land speed racing at
Bonneville as “One Big

Happy Family”

Sonny Rossi builds all his own
engines, here he is torquing

the mains and the rods.

Dixie Rossi push starts hubby Sonny on his way to setting Top
Time in the USFRA’s Barstool Competition at Bonneville.
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adhesive and flexible with a 20
minute curing time. Rossi buys his
from the local plumbing or electrical
shop for around $13 a tube.

Hose Clamps as Fabrication Aids:
Say goodbye to aggravation when try-
ing to maintain positioning in order
to weld together tubing - use modified
radiator hose clamps! Simply cut a
series of slots (1/4-inch wide x 1-inch
long) in two or three places around
the clamp. A die grinder works great
for cutting slots in clamps secured in a

can contact him via email at
sr37s@aol.com. However, if you want
Sonny to answer your questions, you
must send the email with the subject
line reading: “LSL Fuel For Thought
0206” or he won’t open it and you
won’t get an answer. Oh, and once
you get your answer, suggest that he
and Dixie gather all their great tips
together into a book – one that every
auto enthusiast ought to have on the
shelf in the garage!

projects, try to attach the clamps so as
many of the slots are lined up as pos-
sible, this will allow you to go down
the line and tack weld each seam one
after the other. Then turn the entire
piece and do the say thing again. This
keeps you from constantly have to
turn the work over, and over, and
over.

These four tips are only a few of
sonny’s labor saving helpful hints. If
you want further information, or just
want to chat up this clever fellow, you

vise (remember to wear eye protec-
tion). Secure the modified clamps
around the tubing at the junction of
each piece of tubing. The cutout slots
provide a window through which you
can tack weld. Once the tack welds are
complete, simply remove the modi-
fied clamps and finish weld. With
enough clamps, you can piece togeth-
er a complete mockup of the finished
product, keep everything in align-
ment, and keep thin-walled tubing
round until tack welding is complet-
ed. When working on intricate
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STAINLESS WORKS
800-878-3635
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• 304 s/s rod builder kits 
make building your own exhaust easy

• Available with o.d. ends or one end
expanded for slip fit

• USA made mil spec certified materials
do not accept cheap imitations!

• Tig welded, 3/8 laser machined flanges

available for 67-81 Camaro, 55-57 Chevy,

68-77 Chevelle, and all popular 

Blockhugger applications.

• 55-57 Chevy full length headers in 

1 5/8" or 1 3/4" primary tubes with the 

most ground clearance available

• 67-69 Camaro Small Block headers 

available with 1 5/8",1 3/4",1 7/8" primary

tubes and true race style merge collectors.

304 SIS Construction • Lifetime Warranty

• 1 3/4" full length headers. The most 

powerful, best fitting headers available for

C5 and C6 Corvette and 98-02 LS1 F Body 

• Tuned primary tube lengths provide the

optimal length with the most HP and Torque

available. Available with 3" x pipe, cats and

full 3" exhaust system. Street Rod Headers

for LS1 powered 32 chassis also available! 

Lifetime Warranty

304 SIS 
Construction

Best ground clearance
available

Used on the MTI built 
One Lap Of America winning Z07 Corvette




